
Celebrate three seasons full of colour ! 
37 years ago Monet’s house opened to the public. Since then the 
name ‘Giverny’ brings back happy memories for several million 
enthusiasts who got an insight into the life of the Impressionist 
master at Giverny. Since Monet moved in in 1883, the surroun-
ding area, typical of the Seine valley, has remained intact, and 
continues to exercise its timeless charm, with its chalk hillsides 
sloping gently down to the river, dotted with little islands of gree-
nery, and that special light, a mix of the sea-mists of Normandy  
and the bright skies of the Ile de France. Today, as in Monet’s 
time, the long house, with its pink rendered façade, looks down 
over the ‘Clos Normand’ garden, which was extended in 1890 
with the Water Garden.

 In the ‘Clos Normand’ garden, enjoy the splendour of the bulbs 
As one pushes open the little entrance door, in Giverny’s single 
main street, no matter what the season, it is as if one enters a 
kind of paradise. The many-coloured, many-scented kingdom of 
flowers. Each month has its own special flowers, from lilacs and 
iris to chrysanthemums and nasturtiums. Azaleas, hydrangeas, 
foxgloves, hollyhocks, forget-me-nots, violets, sumptuous blooms 
and those that are more modest, flower together and succeed 
each other in this ground which is always ready, admirably cared 
for by our expert gardeners, under the unerring eye of the master. 
1 (Gustave Geffroy, Monet’s great friend, and the first biographer of the 
Impressionist master.)

Planted in beds and in the famous thirty eight ‘paint-boxes’, thou-
sands of new bulbs are ready to spring up, to accompany visitors 
until the middle of summer. Claude Monet himself planted them 
according to their colour and the path of the sun through the sky : 
cold colours to the east, warm colours to the west.

At the beginning of the season, the first expected to flower are 
the fritillaries, including the very kinetic Snakeshead fritilla-
ry (Fritillaria meleagris), with its bell-shaped, purple chequered 
flowers, but also the grape hyacinths, in patches of deep blue, 
the scented hyacinths, the brightly shining narcissi and the early 
botanical tulips. With 25 000 bulbs for them alone, the tulips are 
the unquestionable queens of Monet’s gardens. Once the bota-
nical species have stopped flowering, the modern varieties take 
over in a riot of colours throughout the month of May. 
 1 Gustave Geffroy, Monet sa vie, son œuvre, Macula, 1924, rééd. 1980.
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Less famous, but nonetheless elegant, the camassias, with their 
long spikes of star-shaped flowers. Then it’s the turn of the irises 
to take the stage, with 1600 new plants added to the thousands 
already in the gardens. In places, the round heads of the orna-
mental garlic temper the scene with their triumphant flowers and 
their lanceolate leafage.
Now comes the summer. This is the time to discover the huge 
spikes of the foxtail lilies (Eremurus), covered in pastel shaded 
flowers. Soom it will be flowering time for the dahlias, a real pas-
sion for Claude Monet, who particularly favoured the sible-flower 
varieties such as the wonderful ‘Etoile Digoinaise’. Fashions 
change, and single-flowered dahlias were rather abandoned, 
while gardeners wanted nothing but the pom-pom variety. In the 
past few years, as the single-flower dahlias have come back into 
fashion, they have been reintroduced.

In the water garden, rediscover Claude Monet’s ‘Waterlilies’
And the whole pond garden is filled with the fragrance of flowers, young 
flowers, flowers refreshed by the night. At dusk - Monet saw this thousands 
of times - the young flower sinks to spend the night under the water. Are we 
not told that its stem, by retracting, pulls it down, down to the dark depths 
of the silt ? So, every morning, after a good summer night’s slumber, the 
flower of the water lily, this immense, sensitive water plant, is reborn to the 
light, its flower always young, the immaculate daughter of the water and the 
sun.2 (Gaston Bachelard)

Today, the Water Garden is once again bordered by a wide 
meadow where calm cattle graze, just as in the agricultural 
landscape Claude Monet knew and loved. In the pond, a new 
planting project for the world famous water lilies has begun. All 
the plants come from the Latour-Marliac nursery, where Claude 
Monet ordered his plant between 1894 and 1908. If this Spring is 
mild enough, we expect the first plants to flower in June, and the 
rest to follow throughout the summer.

2 Gaston Bachelard, « Les nymphéas ou les surprises d’une aube d’été », in Verve, vol. VII, n° 28-29, 1953, p. 59-64.

Garden-lovers will have the pleasure of seeing Gilbert Vahé, who was at the origin of the 
rebirth of Claude Monet’s gardens ! Following the departure of James Priest, Gilbert Vahé has 
once again taken over, with the object of welcoming and training the next head gardener. Gilbert 
Vahé was in charge of the restoration of the greenhouse built in Claude Monet’s days. With the help 
of financing from the Versailles Foundation Giverny Inc., the greenhouse has been restored to its 
former state, particularly with the installation of wooden hurdles to keep it in the shade.
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3  (Octave Mirbeau, ‘Claude Monet’ in L’Art dans les Deux Mondes, Paris, 7 March 1891, n°16, p. 183-185) 

In Claude Monet’s house, experience the happy days the 
master spent here

In 2008, as soon as he became Director of the Fondation Claude 
Monet, Hugues R. Gall undertook an ambitious project to res-
tore the various rooms in the house. So, the artist’s living room/
studio, his bedroom and that of his daughter-in-law, Blanche 
Hoschedé-Monet - Monet’s ‘Blue Angel’, according to Georges 
Clemenceau - were refurnished; exact copies of the paintings of 
his artist friends were hung on the walls, in the same places they 
were in Monet’s time. The fabulous collection of Japanese prints 
has been put into storage for safe-keeping, but the visitor can 
see them in the form of facsimiles. Today, from the ground floor 
to the first floor, the visitor can get a real feeling for the painter’s 
private life.

 And I love this man who, now, can indulge all the vanities cel
ebrity offers to its chosen ones, I love to see him, in his breaks 
from work, in shirt-sleeves, his hands covered in rich compost, 
his face tanned by the sun, happily sowing seed in his garden, 
which is always full of splendid flowers, and with, in the back-
ground, his smiling house, with its façade in pink mortar.

Utagawa Hiroshige. Naruto Whirlpool, 
Awa Province
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Publications : new in 2017 !
MONET, NOMADE DE LA LUMIERE (Monet, wanderer in search of light)
By Salva Rubio and Efa 

Monet, nomade de la lumière traces the most important steps in the life of 
Claude Monet. To create their biography, Efa and Salva Rubio chose to follow 
the chronological thread, and their success is both in the narrative and in the art 
work. Efa, the breadth of whose colouring skills was noticeable first in Alter Ego, 
then in Le Soldat, takes us on a subtle tour of some of the master’s greatest 
paintings. Quite apart from the magnificent luminosity of his work, the artist has 
succeeded in integrating into the story a large number of Monet’s paintings 
which provide a background or contribute to the animation of a scene.
Faced with the task of putting into pictures the life of a creator of images, the 
two authors have produced a real tour de force, 88 illustrated pages, both res-
pectful and inspired.

A DAY AT GIVERNY WITH CLAUDE MONET
by Adrien Goetz
Photographs by Francis Hammond

The keys to the pink house with green shutters 
Thanks to an exceptional collection of photographs taken in association with the 
Fondation Claude Monet, this book gives the reader a view of the splendours of 
the garden through the four seasons. Adrien Goetz invites the reader to share 
the life of the master, the fine gourmet and great collector of Japanese prints, 
offering us the keys to the pink house with green shutters, which, every year, 
receives visitors from all over the world. Rich in anecdotes and artistic and his-
torical references, and with an amazing range of photographs, this ‘book-as-art’ 
reveals, for the first time, all the charms of this village, which has become a top 
tourist venue, the quintessence of a certain French style of living.

Adrien Goetz, art historian and writer, is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Paris IV 
Sorbonne. He is the author of a number of novels (Intrigue à Giverny, La Dormeuse de 
Naples, La Nouvelle Vie d’Arsène Lupin) and also has a Culture column in Le Figaro.
 
Photographer Francis Hammond specialises in lifestyle work. He has published a number 
of books withFlammarion (Le style Empire, Demeures historiques, etc.) and has worked 
for international magazines.
 
This book is available in English.
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Storyline : Salva Rubio
Illustrator : Efa
Title : Monet, nomade de la lumière
Type : Biography
Audience : Teen, adult
Format : 227 x 318 mm
112 full-colour pages 
Price : 17.95 € - 27 CHF
EAN : 978-280367
Publisher : Le Lombard
Publication date : 17 March 2017

Hardback
Format : 240 x 225 mm / 224 pages
300 colour illustrations
EAN : 978-208 1 406865
Publication date : 12 April 2017



Fondation Claude Monet Giverny
84, rue Claude Monet – 27620 Giverny
Tél 02 32 51 28 21 / Fax 02 32 51 54 18
www.claude-monet-giverny.com
contact@fondation-monet.com

The Fondation Claude Monet is open every 
day from March 24th until November 1st 2017
From 9.30am until 6pm (last admission at 
5.30pm)
 

Admission fees 
Adult, 9.50€
Children under 7, free
Children from 7 to 12, 5.50€
Students, 5.50€
Disabled, 4€

Passes sold on :  
www.claude-monet-giverny.com  

Parking lots are free, no reservation

Groups admission fees
Group (minimum 20 persons) by booking only
For any information concerning group 
bookings
Contact : Martine Lerenard / T : 02 32 51 90 31
Reservation.groupes@fondation-monet.com
Children – 5.50
Students – 5.50€
Disabled – 4€

Mail orders
contact@fondation-monet.com
stock@fondation-monet.com

Combined tickets :

Musée des Impressionnismes
99, rue Claude Monet – 27620 Giverny
Adults : 16.50€
Children over 12 and students : 10€
Children from 7 to 12 : 8.50€
Disabled : 7€
Disabled / accompanying adult : 9.50€
Disabled / accompanying student : 5.50€
Children less than 7 : free

Musée Marmottan Monet 
2 rue Louis-Boilly – 75016 Paris
Closed on Monday
Adults : 20.50€
Children from 7 to 12 and students : 12€
Disabled : 4€
Children less than 7 : free

Musée de l’Orangerie
Jardin des Tuileries – 75001 Paris 
Combined tickets on sale until October 10th
Adults : 18.50€
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Agence Observatoire 
Véronique Janneau & Sarah Grisot
sarah@observatoire.fr
Tél : +33(0)1 43 54 87 71  
Portable : +33 (0)7 82 28 80 94

 

Pictures to download on :  
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