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Japan is the star of the show!

After the traditional winter break, Claude Monet’s house and gardens in Giverny 
will reopen on 1 April 2022. An unchanging cycle that cannot stop the horticultural 

and artistic revival!
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“As soon as you step through the small gate off Giverny’s main street, you feel as if 
you have stepped into paradise. It is a colourful, fragrant realm of flowers. Every month is adorned with its 
flowers, from lilacs and irises to chrysanthemums and nasturtiums. The azaleas, hydrangeas, foxgloves, hollyhocks, forget-
me-nots, violets, sumptuous flowers and more modest flowers mingle and bloom one after the other on this land which is 
ever ready and admirably cared for by skilled gardeners, under the unerring eye of their master. When it is the roses’ turn, 
all the marvellous flowers with glorious names embrace you with their colours and scents. They are spaced out in the soil, 
in bushes, hedges and espaliers, climbing the walls or holding onto the pillars and arches of the central path. There are rare 
plants and more ordinary ones which are just as beautiful, simple roses, clumps of sweetbriers, vibrant colours and paler 
shades, and all their round faces speak of a charming time, sing a summer harmony and make you believe in a landscape 
full of happiness. (…) Gustave Geffroy, ‘Monet, Sa Vie, Son Oeuvre’, 1924 (republished: Macula, 1980)



AND JAPAN LEFT AN IMPRESSION ON CLAUDE MONET...

1 April 1867. The Paris World’s Fair welcomed the first official Japanese delegation. 
Orientalism and more specifically Japanism caught on like wildfire, winning over 
philosophers, artists and other Western aesthetes. Did Claude Monet talk about 
developing an early taste for this subtle art? In 1924, he told author Marc Elder 
that he had acquired his first Japanese print in Le Havre in 1856. But does history 
contradict him? It appears that it was not until the 1860s that prints by artists 
such as Hokusai and Utamaro were circulating among collectors. In ‘La 628-E8’, 
the account he published in 1907, Octave Mirbeau offered another version of the 
story. In a chapter entitled ‘Claude Monet’s discovery’, he recounts a scene from 
1871 in Zaandam, Holland. He asserts that Claude Monet got his first prints from 
a merchant in that town who used them to wrap cheeses and other foods! “My 
collection had been growing for a while,” Monet would later explain. 
“But it is true that I was lucky enough to discover a set of prints at 
that Dutch store!” Guided by the advice of collector Kojiro Matsukata, 
as well as art dealers Tadamasa Hayashi and Samuel Bing, Claude 
Monet was able to create a first-rate collection. The artist’s second 
son Michel Monet, having no heir, bequeathed the entire, absolutely 
amazing collection to the Académie des Beaux-Arts in 1966.

CLAUDE MONET’S JAPANESE PRINT COLLECTION

New Edition

The collection of Japanese prints amassed by Claude Monet includes 
over 200 items. It features artworks by Utamaro, Hokusai and 
Hiroshige as well as rarer works by Eiri, Eisho and Sharaku.
With his impressionist artist friends, Claude Monet shared a genuine 
fascination for the culture and artistic expressions of the Land of the 
Rising Sun. The collection at Giverny is also historically significant, as 
it has been almost entirely maintained intact. 

Like the house and garden, this collection helps us to discover the 
more private Monet behind the legend. His deep interest in these prints 
is no doubt explained by his understanding of the ukiyo-e printmakers 
who reproduced infinite works on the same theme, whether Mount 
Fuji or the sixty provinces. Those Japanese artists were very similar 
to Monet, who tirelessly reproduced the Rouen cathedral and gazed 
endlessly at the water lilies.

This much-awaited new edition enabled Geneviève Aitken and Marianne Delafond, 
who are specialists on this subject, to update their contribution and include some 
prints owned by Claude Monet that were rediscovered on 26 November 2017 
at a Christie’s auction in Hong Kong. 
Today, the collection is kept in a safe location on the Giverny site. This catalogue is 
intended both for Japanese art lovers and a broader public interested in nature and 
its depiction in the history of impressionism. 

 

La Collection d’Estampes Japonaises 
de Claude Monet
Geneviève Aitken 

Marianne Delafond

Size: 22 x 28 cm
Number of pages: 176

Number of illustrations: around 300
Paperback book

RRP: €25
Co-published by Éditions Claude Monet, 

Giverny and Gourcuff-Gradenigo



AN IDENTICAL REPLICA OF THE HISTORIC ARCH

Soon after Monet arrived at Giverny, he cleared 
the Clos Normand view by felling the spruce 
trees that shaded the central path and installing 
graceful arches to support the climbing roses. 
So many people have walked under this 
arch to visit the artist during one of his ritual 
Sunday lunches: Georges Clemenceau, 
Camille Pissarro, Octave Mirbeau, Auguste 
Rodin, Auguste Renoir, Sacha Guitry, the 
Durand-Ruels, and even Gustave Caillebotte. 
This pillar of French history collapsed during the 
poorly named Storm Aurora in October 2021. 
The damaged arch was removed by a local 
company specialising in metal joinery and an 
identical replica was built. Covered in flowers 
and bathed in sunlight, the central path with its 
brand new arch will be ready and waiting for the 
spring reopening.

 TULIPS, PANSIES AND PEONIES...

Taking inspiration from Monet’s daring approach, both in his paintings 
and his garden, the gardening team has been cultivating innovation 
in the Giverny haven. For example, new varieties of tulips will be 
blooming in the Impressionist’s garden this year. The Françoise tulip, 
which produces creamy ivory flowers with light yellow accents, will 
sit alongside the Colour Fusion, with its violet striped petals featuring 
white and yellow highlights. “This daring contrast will bring the flower 

beds to life!” promises Rémi Lecoutre, our deputy head gardener. 

Some of the other new plants include Burgundy Lace (carmine red and ruffled), 
Crown of Dynasty (pink and white) and Finola (baby pink and white) tulips. And new 

pansies have also joined the ranks. 

As for the water garden, it will become the home to sumptuous tree peonies specially imported from Japan by the 
company André Eve. Another noteworthy addition comes in the form of Portuguese squill, which is being planted 
for the first time in the flower beds running around the Impressionist painter’s home.
On the western side, in Clos Normand, the salmon coloured flower bed has been completely redone. After 
a clearing phase, the perennials and rose bushes were temporarily uprooted, so the poor clay soil could be 
removed and replaced with richer soil. This was a lengthy process, since the bed runs the full length of the 
central path and is more than 1.5 metres wide!
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Useful information

Maison et Jardins Claude Monet - Giverny
84, rue Claude Monet - 27620 Giverny
Tel 02 32 51 28 21 / Fax 02 32 51 54 18
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr
contact@fondation-monet.com

Open every day from 1 April to 1 November 
2022 from 9.30 am to 6.00 pm (last entry at 5.30 
pm)

Entry price/individuals 
Adult €11
Child under 7 years free
Child over 7 years €6.50
Student €6.50
Disabled/PRM €5.50
Skip the queue by purchasing at: 
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

Free parking
Individuals: bookings recommended

Group price
Groups (minimum 20 people)
Bookings required
For information about group visits and bookings
Contact: Agathe Vandenbussche
Tel.: +33 (0)2 32 51 90 31 
reservation.groupes@fondation-monet.com
Child: €6.50; Student: € 6.50
Disabled: €5.50; Adult: €10

Online store
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

Register for the newsletter 
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

 
https://www.facebook.com/
FondationMonetGiverny

https://www.instagram.com/fondationmonet/

https://twitter.com/FondationMonet

https://vimeo.com/fondationmonetgiverny

 
MEDIA CONTACTS  

  Maison et Jardins Claude Monet - Giverny
Ombeline Lemaître
ombeline.lemaitre@fondation-monet.com
Tél : +33 (0)2 32 51 90 13

Agence Observatoire 
Véronique Janneau & Margot Spanneut
margot@observatoire.fr
Tél : +33(0)1 43 54 87 71  
Mobile : +33 (0)7 66 47 35 36

Downloadable images from the website:
www.observatoire.fr / ESPACE PRESSE


