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Press release march 2021

Claude Monet’s gardens will re-open 
their doors to the public on may 2021. 

A new season faithful to the Master of 
Impressionism’s spirit and marked by 
the publication of the awaited book 
relating the restoration of the gardens 
by Gilbert Vahé, head gardener from 

1976 until 2018.
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Monet’s Garden at Giverny
Rescue and Restoration 

Coédition Fondation Claude Monet – Gourcuff/
Gradenigo
Text : Valérie Bougault 
with the help of Nicole Boschung

With numerous testimonials, technical and botanical 
details, this is the first book dedicated to the large-scale 
project undertaken in 1976 and which enabled the 
opening of Monet’s House and Gardens to the public 
on June 3rd 1980…

Dimensions: 24 × 28 cm à la française
Number of pages: 240

Number of illustrations: approx. 130
Bound edition

Print on coated mat paper 150 g
Price: 39,00 euros

Chronicle of a rescue…

“Yet, it was here that Claude Monet had worked day after day for over forty years, as a gardener who 
was besotted with flowers and passionate about colors and effects of light and shade; it was here he had 
created a masterpiece, perhaps his greatest masterpiece. His gardens - the Clos Normand in front of 
the house and the water lily pond on the far side of the chemin du Roy – became, season after season, 
the subjects of paintings that are now universally admired in all private collections and galleries and 
museums throughout the world” Hugues R. Gall, Director of the Fondation Monet. 

Let us remember… Upon his death on February 3rd 1966, Michel Monet, son of the painter, bequeaths 
the property of Giverny and its collections to the musée Marmottan, property of the Académie des 
Beaux-Arts. 
Curator of the museum, Jacques Carlu, the great architect, deals with the most urgent and orders the 
execution of initial emergency work, including the repair of the roof. But the funds are lacking.

Irredeemably, dilapidation takes hold of the buildings while the gardens wither away.
Everything changed in 1974, when the Académie des Beaux-Arts entrusted Gérald Van der Kemp with the 
rescue of Giverny. Thanks to funds collected from American patrons, but also to the budgets allocated 
by the Académie des Beaux-Arts and the Conseil Général of the Eure, titanic work was undertaken from 
1976 onwards. And it was Gilbert Vahé, a young gardener graduated from the School of Horticulture of 
Versailles, who would accompany «VDK» in this crazy and meticulous restoration.

Restoring the gardens, as Monet conceived them, was not just a matter of botany. «Replanting will not 
be enough”, confides Gilbert Vahé. It is an atmosphere and a spirit that will make this garden bloom 
again. It will take its therapist more than knowledge to bring his patient back to life, to make it thrive and 
flourish. An extreme sensitivity, listening, infinite patience, almost devotion, will be necessary.

If books devoted to Claude Monet abound, that of Gilbert Vahé will be a reference. «This book was 
essential, says Hugues R. Gall. «He recounts, in great detail, this rebirth that we
owe to the incredible and comprehensive work of Gérald Van der Kemp and Gilbert Vahé. Together, they 
gave back the spirit of Monet and made it an essential place of memory”

éditions Claude Monet Giverny
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Four questions to Gilbert Vahé, former head 
gardener

What is the aim of the book?
I had to leave a trace of this great construction site and the 
historical research undertaken. It is a work of memory which 
pays homage to Gérald Van der Kemp and Claude Monet. 
With this book, I also hand over to my successors!

In what condition was the property when you arrived? 
In September 1976, when I took up my post, the company 
Frange had already done a lot of structural work. They had 
cleared the Clos Normand, traced all the paths and started 
planting. It remained that, due to drought, everything was burnt. 
We had to start all over again! On the water garden side, the work had 
not started yet. The banks had collapsed. It was a wasteland!

What documents did you use to restore the gardens?
The testimony of Jean-Marie Toulgouat, the painter’s great-grandson-in-law, was decisive since he 
gave us the plans of the garden and the names of the plants cultivated by Monet. Those of Robert 
Le Gal, gardener at Claude Monet’s home from 1913 to 1916 or André Devillers - horticulture 
manager of Georges Truffaut a frequent visitor to Monet’s garden, were also essential. Just as some 
books –the one by Marc Elder, for example - or articles of the time. And, of course, Claude Monet’s 
paintings!

What team did you form with Gérald Van der Kemp?
We were complementary. We didn’t always agree but he knew how to question himself. Gérald Van 
der Kemp was a selfless, passionate person who sought perfection. And he was a true visionary by 
not hesitating to mix art and marketing. 
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Shrubs, rose garden and pelargoniums, news from 
the garden

From spring to autumn, the show is that of a garden in perpetual movement, 
abundant, changing from one week to the next, according to the successive 
blooms.

As new bulbs and perennials emerge from the ground, landscaped shrubs will be planted at the west of 
the Clos Normand and near the greenhouses. The improvement of the automatic sprinkler system goes 
hand in hand with the fight against flea beetles, pests with an aversion to water and which, last summer, 
nibbled on our nasturtiums! As for the rose garden where fifty-eight varieties of new roses were planted 
last year in two stages, this season, it will be at its best! The latest challenge for our green fingers? 
To select an in vitro laboratory to produce plants of Pelargonium X hortorum Fraicheur Beauty - pink 
color – healthy, vigorous and free from pathogens. Claude Monet would certainly have approved of this 
scientific-botanical challenge!



Practical information

Claude Monet’s House and Gardens – Giverny
84, rue Claude Monet - 27620 Giverny 
Tel 02 32 51 28 21 / Fax 02 32 51 54 18 
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr 
contact@fondation-monet.com

Claude Monet’s Gardens – Giverny are open 
every day
from May to 1st November 2021
from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm (last admission 5:30 pm)

Admission fees / individual visitors  
Adults, 11 € 
Children under 7, free 
Children over 7, 6,50 € 
Students, 6,50 € 
Disabled, 5.50 € 
Online tickets: www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

Free parking
Individuals: reservation recommended

Group fees 
Groups (min 20 people) 
booking required 
For all information concerning groups and group 
reservation
Contact: Agathe Vandenbussche / P: +33(0)2 32 
51 90 31 reservation.groupes@fondation- monet.
com Children : 6,50 € Students : 6,50 € 
Disabled, 5.50 € Adults, 10 €

Gift shop online
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

Newsletter available
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

 
https://www.facebook.com/FondationMo-
netGiverny

https://www.instagram.com/fondationmo-
net/

https://twitter.com/FondationMonet

https://vimeo.com/fondationmonetgiverny
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Claude Monet’s House and Gardens –  
Giverny 
Ombeline Lemaître
ombeline.lemaitre@fondation-monet.com
Tél : +33 (0)2 32 51 90 13

Press Agency : Agence Observatoire 
Véronique Janneau & Margot Spanneut
margot@observatoire.fr
Tél : +33(0)1 43 54 87 71  
Portable : +33 (0)7 66 47 35 36

Visuels en téléchargement sur le site :
www.observatoire.fr / ESPACE PRESSE


