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3rd June 1980: and the Fondation Claude Monet was born…
It was exactly forty years ago. Left abandoned before being beautifully restored by Gérald Van der Kemp, 
Claude Monet’s property opened its doors to visitors. Flashback with Gilbert Vahé, the former head gardener 
who sought to recreate the gardens of Monet’s time.

The media event was important. From Wednesday 28th May 1980, officials were present in 
Giverny to inaugurate the site. Among them, Anne-Aymone Giscard d’Estaing, 

then First Lady of France and Yves Mourousi, who had presented his TF1 
“13 heures” news live from the pink house. Many media had relayed 

the event, including the newscast “Soir 3”. Enthusiasts, guest and 
journalists were present. But what about the visitors? At dawn, on 
3rd June 1980, the team of the foundation did not know if the public 
would come. How astonished they were to discover, on opening 
the doors, a long queue in the “rue Claude Monet”!
Gilbert Vahé, the former head gardener who was in charge of the 

revival of the gardens, recalls: “For Gérald Van der Kemp, it was 
a success. He was moved and happy. We did not expect so many 

people! But after the euphoria, we had to find solutions!” Indeed the 
garden had not been designed to accommodate such a flow of visitors: 

“The paths were neither wide enough, nor concrete and were muddy under-
foot!” In addition improving the walkways for visitors, the team worked, as quickly as possible, 
to protect the flower beds: “In Monet’s time, the central path was edged with brick borders. We 
faithfully reproduced them, wherever the plantations had to be protected.”
The Fondation Claude Monet expected to welcome, at the most 7.000 visitors the first year. 
Finally, 83.000 visitors came to the foundation in 1980.
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2019 : 40TH OPENING 
TO THE PUBLIC!



40th anniversary!
The Fondation Claude Monet which, in 2018, registered a record frequentation of 696.636 
visitors, celebrates this year its 40th anniversary. A new season punctuated by rituals, 
horticultural innovations and cultural events. Follow the guide!

3rd June 1980. After four intense years of restoration orchestrated by Gérald Van der Kemp, Claude Monet’s 
property opened to the public. Forty years later, the director of the Fondation Claude Monet, Hugues R. 
Gall, perpetuates, like a guardian of the temple, the authenticity and the magic of the place. And the visitors 
marvel at this extraordinary garden! What a privilege to walk in the footstep of the Impressionist Master 
and imagine his easel there! As Gérald Van der Kemp once pointed out, there is nothing like a “pilgrimage 
to Giverny to better understand the Master and seize the sources of his inspiration.” For Giverny gardens, 
mirrors of the artist’s palette are like a life size pictorial artwork! To quote one 2018 visitor “To come to the 
Fondation Claude Monet, is to become part of an Impressionist painting”. And also what a pleasure to relax, 
in the heart of the Normandy countryside, in the freshness of a preserved and serene garden…

Water irises, boat and rose garden…

If “staying true to Monet’s approach” is the immutable guidelines of our gardeners, no season resembles 
another! So, what does the 2019 garden hold in store for us? Led by Jean-Marie Avisard, the team of 
green fingers continues to combine respect for historical truth with innovations. “Claude Monet, who was 
himself a precursor, would have done likewise”, says Rémi Lecoutre, deputy head gardener. Thus new 
perennials –including salvia viscosa raspberry, a variety of sage and the centratherum pineapple sangria, 
which produces lavender-blue flower- will be introduced. “In a perspective of contrast but also of harmony”, 
the display of tulips will be enriched and densified on the edges of the majestic central path. 

Mindful to reproduce Claude Monet’s horticultural favourites, our gardeners have decided to focus this 
season, on the water irises. A perennial of multiple charms cherished by the Master. Claude Monet possessed 
a whole collection, confirms Rémi Lecoutre. We have obtained ours from Latour-Marliac, the nursery from 
the Lot-et-Garonne in the South-West of France, where Claude Monet used to order his aquatic plants. The 
company has kept, in its archives, the painter’s orders from 1894 onwards. So, we could order the same! 
These stunning irises will not be the only new occupants of the famous water garden. Indeed, the team 
has decided to replace the mythical boat used to take care of the water lilies. Built “in the old-style” by the 
craftman Olivier Rolland, the new boat according to our head gardener Jean-Marie Avisard “looks more like 
the one Claude Monet’s used!” 

There is, finally, another important project over the next two years for our Clos Normand gardeners. Formerly 
cherished by the artist, “the rose garden” will be entirely replanted, alternating stem and climbing roses. In 
total, there will be 508 plants and 58 varieties, half of which should be planted this year. “Festival of colours 
and elegance to come”. 



Sitting-room studio: a duo of lectures

While tulips, irises, water lilies and dahlias will follow each other in a stunning horticultural ballet, six cultural 
events will be held in the artist’s sitting-room studio. Claude Monet’s step great grandson and commissioner 
general of the Normandy Impressionist Festival, the historian and art critic Philippe Piguet will continue 
to give his highly appreciated readings. The first on the theme of “the notion of series in Claude Monet’s 
artwork”, the second “Monet and Venice, 1908” and the third “Claude Monet, on the brink of abstraction”. 
See you on 16th May, 4th July and 3rd October!

The new event in 2019 is the coming of Sylvie Patin, honorary Curator general of the Musée d’Orsay and 
Correspondent of the Institut de France (Académie des Beaux-Arts). A specialist of Impressionist painting 
and author of many books on Claude Monet, including “Monet’s private picture gallery at Giverny” (Fondation 
Claude Monet/Editions Gourcuff & Gradenigo, 2016), this art historian will give three thematic lectures on 
18th April, 13th June and 5th September: “Monet’s sitting-room studio and studios in Giverny”, “Monet’s 
bedroom in Giverny: his intimate museum” and “Giverny: Japan in Normandy”. Six not-to-be missed events 
for the delight of lovers of this place!



Practical information

Fondation Claude Monet Giverny
84, rue Claude Monet - 27620 Giverny
Tel 02 32 51 28 21 / Fax 02 32 51 54 18
www.claude-monet-giverny.fr
contact@fondation-monet.com

The Fondation is open every day
from 22nd March to 1st November 2019
from 9:30 am to 6:00 pm
 (last admission 5:30 pm) 

Admission fees / individual visitors 
Adults, 9,50 €
Children under 7, free  
Children from 7 to 18, 5,50 € 
Student, 5,50 €
Disabled, 4 €
Fast track entrance on sale: 
 www.claude-monet-giverny.fr

Free parkings

Group fees
Groups (min 20 people) 
booking required
For all information concerning groups and 
group reservation: Agathe Vandenbussche / P: 
+33(0)2 32 51 90 31  
reservation.groupes@fondation- monet.com
Children : 5,50 € Student : 5,50 €
Disabled, 4 € Adults, 8 €

COMBINED TICKET AND FAST TRACK 
ENTRANCE – ON SALE ONLY AT THE 
ENTRANCE :

Musée des Impressionnismes
99, rue Claude Monet - 27620 Giverny
Adults : 17 € 
Children from 12 to 18 : 10,50 €  
Children from 7 to 12 : 9 €
Disabled : 7,50 €
Accompanying adult: 9,50€ 
Accompanying student: 5,50€ 
Children under 7: free

Musée Marmottan Monet 
2 rue Louis-Boilly - 75016 Paris
Fermeture le lundi
Adults : 21,50 €
Children from 7 to 18 and students: 14 € 
Disabled: 4€ 
Children under 7: free

Musée de l’Orangerie
Jardin des Tuileries - 75001 Paris
Closed on Tuesdays
Combined tickets on sale till 10th October
Adults : 18,50€

 
PRESS CONTACTS 

Agence Observatoire 
Véronique Janneau & Apolline Ehkirch
apolline@observatoire.fr
Tél : +33(0)1 43 54 87 71  
Portable : +33 (0)7 82 28 80 94

 

Pictures to download on the website :
www.observatoire.fr 


